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SUB J : BURMA'S 1977/78 RICE CROP 

REF: RANGOON 0993 

1 . A RECENT PUBLIC STATEMENT BY THE COMMANDER OF RANGOON 
DIVISION PROVIDES FURTHER EVIDENCE OF A SHORTFALL IN BURMA'S 
1977/78 PADDY CROP AND IN GUB PADDY COLLECTIONS. THE 
COMMANDER STATED THAT GUB PADDY PURCHASES IN RANGOON DIVISION 
AS OF MARCH 20 WERE ONLY 13.3 MILLION BASKETS (ONE BASKET EQUALS 
42 LBS) OUT OF A TARGET OF 21.4 MILLION BASKETS TO BE 

COLLECTED BY MARCH 31. HE WARNED THAT "ACTION WOULD BE 
TAKEN" AGAINST FARMERS WITH A FAVORABLE PADDY HARVEST WHO 
FAILED TO SUPPLY THEIR FULL QUOTA TO THE GOVERNMENT. HE 
WENT ON TO SAY, HOWEVER, THAT ASSISTANCE WOULD BE GIVEN TO 
FARMERS WHO EXPERIENCED A LOWER YIELD OF PADDY DUE TO 
"UNAVOIDABLE CIRCUMSTANCES." 

2. FOR THE PAST TWO YEARS THERE HAVE BEEN NO REPORTS 

OF GOVERNMENT COERCION OR THREATS OF COERCION TO FORCE 
FARMERS TO SELL THEIR FULL QUOTAS TO THE GOVERNMENT. ALTHOUGH 
COLLECTION TARGETS WERE NOT MET IN THOSE YEARS, THE GOVERN- 
MENT WAS COLLECTING ALL THE PADDY IT COULD REASONABLY HANDLE. 
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THIS YEAR THERE HAVE BEEN NUMEROUS REPORTS OF GOVERNMENT 
ACTIONS TO FORCE FARMERS TO SELL THEIR PRESCRIBED PADDY QUOTAS 
TO THE GOVERNMENT. THIS INDICATES THAT OFFICIAL COLLECTIONS 
ARE FALLING 

FAR SHORT OF EXPECTATION. 

3. THE COMMANDER’S OFFER OF ASSISTANCE TO FARMERS WHO HAD 
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POOR YIELDS DUE TO UNAVOIDABLE CIRCUMSTANCES IS ALSO 
REVEALING. DESPITE OFFICIAL STATEMENTS WHICH HAVE MINIMIZED 
THE CROP LOSS DUE TO DROUGHT AND POOR HARVEST CONDITIONS, 

THE STATEMENT INDICATES A RECOGNITIION THAT AT LEAST SOME 
FARMERS HAVE HAD UNFAVORABLE PADDY CROPS DUE TO SOME FACTOR 
BEYOND THEIR CONTROL-THE WEATHER. 

BEAN 
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